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Abstract; Xiahou Xuan and Sima Shi were once connected by marriage, and both of them were famous scholars in the years of Zheng-

shi. However, they were key people of Cao Shuang’ s group and Sima Yi’ s group respectively. After Xiahou Xuan was made Zhengxi
general and left Luoyang, the central place of the political conflicts, Sima Shi took over as Zhonghujun after him. Sima Shi could help
his father Sima Yi to succeed in the coup because of his holding this key position. After Cao Shuang was killed, Xiahou Xuan was

transferred back to Luoyang. As the spiritual leader of Lifeng’ s group against Sima family, Xiahou Xuan was killed after the coup con-

spiracy was aborted. He played an important role in the Zhengshi reform movement, but Sima Yi opposed this movement, and can-
celled almost all reform measures after the Gaopingling Coup. While he took the power, Sima Shi also opposed almost all “reckless”
reform efforts, which were taken by Cao Shuang and Xiahou Xuan before.
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