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A Study of the Tour and Literary Creation of Lian Heng in Northeast China
in the Early Years of the Republic of China

Zhang Yu Hou Jingjing

Abstract: After Taiwan was ceded to Japan in 1895 Lian Heng published a number of political articles such as “The
Recent Diplomatic History of Manchuria” and “The Tainan New Newspaper’s Report on Manchuria” focusing on the issue
on Northeast China. In the early years of the Republic of China Lian Heng went to Northeast China for short—term work
participated in the editing work of “New Jilin Newspaper” and “Biansheng” and wrote down many poems and articles a—
bout international time northeast landscape national hero costume culture etc. After that those were compiled into two
volumes namely “The Continental Travel Notes” and “Continental Poetry”. These poems have modern ideas and are not
limited to Chinese traditional thyming form in which the two contrasting styles of writing “impressive and impassioned”
and “gentle and delicate” are deeply contained. In addition to this every word is also full of Chinese national thought.
What he saw and heard in Northeast China prompted Lian Heng to doubt the real motive behind Japan’s propaganda of “Asi-
an Monroeism”. After the trip he even chose to rejoin Chinese nationality and started writing “a general history of Tai—
wan”. Lian Heng’s literary creation vividly reproduces taiwanese literati’s concern on the fate of Northeast China during the
Japanese occupation period leaving many clues for todays people to look at the close cultural connection between Taiwan
and Northeast China.
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