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WAL TRAAR

On the Ration System of Handicraft Industry Operated by Government in the Early Qing Dynasty

XU Dongsheng

(Dep artment of History, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: H andicraft industry operated by government serves ration administration as guiding thought, carries out the sys-

tems of turnout and personnel ration, calculating workload per unit time, administering craftsman by craftsman, technolo
gy grade, providing sample, taging name on product, inspecting, rewards and punishment and so on. These systems are
not initiated in the early Qing Dynasty, but inherited from previous eras, and the improvement of craftsman using system
and the adjustment of appointing official system provide ration system with favorable environment. T hese factors should
have ensured the ration system to exert better effect than former era, but there are still some problems in product quality

and so on. The main reason is that the ration system is not carried out strictly, and that the changes in management of
handicraft industry operated by government caused difficulties in implementing n the ration system.
Key words: the Qing Dynasty; handicraft industry; ration system
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